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 Spring 1 Spring 2 Fieldwork Additional unit 

 
 
Year 1 

Geographical Skills and 
Locational Knowledge. 
 
 
 
 

Seasons and Weather      School Grounds 
 

 

 
 
Year 2 

         Non- European  
          Country Study 
      (Place Knowledge) 
 

Geographical skills and  
locational knowledge 
 

           Bugle Trail 

 

 

 
 
Year 3 

Geographical Skills and 
Locational Knowledge. 
 
 
 
 

         Volcanoes and  
           Earthquakes 

 

        Par Running Track 

 

 

 
 
 
Year 4 

    Rivers and mountains 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Geographical Skills and 
Locational Knowledge. 
 

         Pentewen Trail 
 

 

 
 
Year 5 

Geographical Skills and 
Locational Knowledge. 
 
 
 
 

  Region of Europe Study 

 
 

           Settlements 
 

       Tintagel Castle 

 

 
 
Year 6 

       Study of a country  
        in South America 

 

Geographical Skills and 
Locational Knowledge. 
 

                Biomes 

 

          Eden Project 
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  Progression of Content    

  Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  

Geography skills  

Use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East and West) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near 
and far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map  

      

use four-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world  

use six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world  

Fieldwork  

use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment.  

use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment.  

use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

Locational 
knowledge  

Name, locate and identify characteristics 
of the four countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas  

Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans  

Using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major 
cities  

Using maps to focus on and North and 
South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities  

Name and locate counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
landuse patterns; and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed 
over time  

Identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the  
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night)  

Mapwork  
Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries  

Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; and use and  
construct basic symbols in a key  
  
Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage  

Use maps, atlases and globes to locate 
countries and describe features studied  

Use maps, atlases and globes to locate 
countries and describe features studied  

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  

Places of 
significance  

    Significant physical features in the world 
(7 wonders)  

Significant human features in the world 
(7 modern wonders)  

Significant ancient human features (7 
ancient wonders)    

Physical geography  identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom  

identify the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Poles  
  
key physical features, including: beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea,  
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather  

Earthquakes and volcanoes Rivers and Mountains  Settlements, land-use, trade and 
economic activity   

Human geography  
  

key human features, including: city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop        

Climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts 

Place Knowledge    

understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area 
of the United Kingdom, and of a small 
area in a contrasting non-European 
country  

    

Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom and  a region in a 
European country  

Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom and a region in 
South America  
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  Fieldwork Progression    

  Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  

Fieldwork  

Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study 
the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features  
of its surrounding 
environment.  

Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study 
the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features  
of its surrounding 
environment.  

Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

se fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

Mapwork  
use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries  

use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple 
map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key  
  
use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at 
this key stage  

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied  

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied  

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied  

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied  

Location  School grounds  Bugle Trail  Par Running Track  Pentewan Trail  Tintagel Castle Eden Project  

Independence  
Criteria for fieldwork 

given  
Criteria for fieldwork 

given  
Criteria for fieldwork 

given  
Criteria for fieldwork 

given  

Designing of own 
fieldwork from scope 

provided  

Designing of own 
fieldwork from scope 

provided  

Recording  

Class discussion over 
outcomes, summary  

recorded with photos 
written by teacher  

Class discussion over 
outcomes, summary  

recorded with photos 
written by teacher  

Class discussion over 
outcomes, summary  

recorded with photos 
written by teacher  

Sketch map stuck in  

Class discussion over 
outcomes, summary  

recorded with photos  
written by teacher  

Graph of data  

Children recording 
results of fieldwork in 

their books  
independently following  

modelling  

Children recording 
results of fieldwork in 

their books  
independently following  

modelling  

Focus type  Human/Physical  Human/Physical  Human   Physical  Human  Human/Physical  

Activities  

Comparative road study 
survey  

  
Comparative location 

data gathering in school  
grounds  

Sketching and map 
symbols  

  
Data gathering  

Sketch map of an area  
(annotated)  

Different locations – 
how many people  

within set time frame  
(+transport type)  

Observation and 
measurement  

  

Measurement and 
comparison  

Summary statement  
Interviews and surveys  

  



 

7 | P a g e  

  

v 
 Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  

  Spring 1  Spring 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  

1  

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four  

countries of the United Kingdom 
using atlases and globes  

Name and locate the continents 
and main oceans  

Name and locate the countries 
and capital cities in Europe using  

maps and globes  

Name and locate the countries 
and capital cities in North and  
South America using maps and 

globes  

Use four-figure grid references on  
OS maps  

Use six-figure grid references on 
OS Maps  

2  

Name and locate the capital cities 
of the four countries and the  

surrounding seas of the United  
Kingdom using Atlases and Globes  

Identify and locate the hot and 
cold areas in the world  

Name and locate key physical 
features in Europe using maps and  

globes  

Name and locate key physical 
features in the Americas using 

maps and globes  

Recognise, locate and describe the 
seven wonders of the ancient  

world  

Design and undertake survey and 
interview-based fieldwork in  

Eden Project  

3  
Understand and use four compass 
directions and relevant vocabulary  Create simple plans and maps  

Recognise, locate and describe the 
seven wonders of the natural  

world  

Recognise, locate and describe the 
seven wonders of the modern  

world  

Design and undertake fieldwork in  
Tintagel Castle that measures and 
compares human activity in a local  

area  

Report on and reflect on findings 
from fieldwork  

4  
Undertake map and fieldwork in 

the school grounds  
Create, use and recognise symbols 

on a map  

Undertake fieldwork in Par 
Running Track gathering and 

recording explicit data  

Undertake fieldwork in Pentewan 
Trail  gathering and recording 
explicit data  

Report on and reflect on results 
from fieldwork  

Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude,  
Equator, Northern Hemisphere,  

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle  

5  

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four  

countries of the United Kingdom 
using atlases and globes  

Recognise locations using aerial 
images      

Name and locate counties and 
cities of the UK using atlases  Apply knowledge of time zones  

6  

Name and locate the capital cities 
of the four countries and the  

surrounding seas of the United  
Kingdom using Atlases and Globes  

Undertake fieldwork in Bugle Trail     
Identify key human and physical 

characteristics in the UK including  
land-use patterns  

Use six-figure grid references on 
OS Maps  
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erview - Map skills, fieldwork and locational knowledge 
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  Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  

  Spring 1  Spring 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  

1  

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four  

countries of the United Kingdom 
using atlases and globes  

Name and locate the continents 
and main oceans  

Name and locate the countries 
and capital cities in Europe using  

maps and globes  

Name and locate the countries 
and capital cities in North and  
South America using maps and 

globes  

Use four-figure grid references on  
OS maps  

Use six-figure grid references on 
OS Maps  

2  

Name and locate the capital cities 
of the four countries and the  

surrounding seas of the United  
Kingdom using Atlases and Globes  

Identify and locate the hot and 
cold areas in the world  

Name and locate key physical 
features in Europe using maps and  

globes  

Name and locate key physical 
features in the Americas using 

maps and globes  

Recognise, locate and describe the 
seven wonders of the ancient  

world  

Design and undertake survey and 
interview-based fieldwork in  

Eden Project  

3  
Understand and use four compass 
directions and relevant vocabulary  Create simple plans and maps  

Recognise, locate and describe the 
seven wonders of the natural  

world  

Recognise, locate and describe the 
seven wonders of the modern  

world  

Design and undertake fieldwork in  
Tintagel Castle that measures and 
compares human activity in a local  

area  

Report on and reflect on findings 
from fieldwork  

4  
Undertake map and fieldwork in 

the school grounds  
Create, use and recognise symbols 

on a map  

Undertake fieldwork in Par 
Running Track gathering and 

recording explicit data  

Undertake fieldwork in Pentewan 
Trail  gathering and recording 
explicit data  

Report on and reflect on results 
from fieldwork  

Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude,  
Equator, Northern Hemisphere,  

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle  

5  

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four  

countries of the United Kingdom 
using atlases and globes  

Recognise locations using aerial 
images      

Name and locate counties and 
cities of the UK using atlases  Apply knowledge of time zones  

6  

Name and locate the capital cities 
of the four countries and the  

surrounding seas of the United  
Kingdom using Atlases and Globes  

Undertake fieldwork in Bugle Trail     
Identify key human and physical 

characteristics in the UK including  
land-use patterns  

Use six-figure grid references on 
OS Maps  

  

Overview - Human and Physical Geography 
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 Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 5  Year 6  Year 6  

  Seasons and Weather  
Non-European County 

Study  
Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes 

Rivers and Mountains Region of Europe 
Study  Settlements and trade 

Region of Americas 
Study  Biomes 

  Spring 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Spring 2  Spring 1  Summer 2  

1    
Where in the world is 

New Dehli?  What is a tectonic plate?  How is a river formed?  What is it like to live in 
Paris?  What is a settlement?  Where in the world is the 

Amazon rainforest?  
How does the weather 
vary across the world?  

2    How hot is it in India?  How do we survive an 
earthquake?  

Where in the UK can you 
find rivers?  

Where do tourists visit in 
Paris?  

How do land uses differ in 
Cornwall and London?  

Who and what lives in 
the Amazon?  What is a biome?  

3    
How do people travel in 

New Dehli?  
What happens when an 

earthquake strike?  How are rivers used?  Why are pollution levels 
so high?  What is the ‘economy’?  What is deforestation 

and why is it happening?  
How do humans adapt to 
living in different biomes?   

4    
Why is New Dehli so 

polluted?  
How are volcanoes 

formed?  
What is the largest river 

in the world?  
How does life in school 

differ?  

How are different energy 
resources used and 

distributed across the 
world?  What is the impact of 

deforestation on animals 
and humans?  

What is similar/different 
to the biomes across the 

UK?  

5    
How do homes in the 

UK/India differ?  
What is it like living near 

a volcano?  
How are mountains 

formed?  
What food is eaten in 

Paris?  
Where does our food 

come from?  

6    
Why is New Dehli popular 

with touists?  
What happens when a 

volcano erupts?  
What is it like to live on a 

mountain?  

What is similar/different 
between growing up in 

the UK and France?  

How can an item be 
‘Fairtrade’?  

How can we protect the 
rainforest?  

What is a vegetation belt 
– where are they in 

Cornwall/UK?  

7        
Where is the worlds 
largest mountain?         
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  Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 5  Year 6  Year 6  

  Seasons and Weather  
Non-European County 

Study  
Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes 

Rivers and Mountains Region of Europe 
Study  Settlements and trade 

Region of Americas 
Study  Biomes 

  Spring 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Spring 2  Spring 1  Summer 2  

1    
Examine the location and 
physical features of New  

Delhi  

Understand the structure 
of the earth and the  

movement of tectonic  
plates  

Describe the different 
parts of a river  

Identify the physical 
geography and features  

of Paris  

Examine features of 
different settlements  

Describe the Amazon 
Rainforest  

Examine how weather 
varies around the world  

(Climate Zones)  

2    
Compare the climate of 

New Delhi to the UK  

Investigate the detection 
and preparation of 

earthquakes  
Identify rivers in the UK  

Recognise and describe 
cultural attractions in 

Paris.  

Understand different 
types of land use  

Understand the life that 
resides within the  

Amazon Rainforest  

Consider the types of 
biome and their location  

3    
Study the transport 

options in New Delhi  

Understand the human 
and physical impact of 

earthquakes  

Describe how humans 
engage with rivers  

Know the types of 
transport in Paris and the 

extent effect of air 
pollution.  

Describe the different 
sectors of our economy  

Describe the reasons why 
the rainforest is being cut  

down  

Examine the challenges of 
biomes  

4    
Examine the issue of 

pollution in New Delhi  
Examine an earthquake 

(Christchurch)  

Examine a river from 
source to mouth  

(Danube)  

Understand what a 
typical school day in 

Paris entails.  

Understand the 
distribution of energy  
resources across the  

world  

Consider the impact of 
deforestation on animals  

and wildlife  

Consider how humans  
live in a biome  

(deciduous forest)  

5    
Consider how homes in  

New Delhi differ to 
London  

Understand how volcanos 
are created  

Explain how mountains 
form  

Describe the typical diet 
of Parisian children  

Discuss where our food 
comes from  

Consider the impact of 
deforestation on humans  

Compare and contrast 
the biomes of Europe  

6    
Discuss why tourists 

might visit New Delhi  

Describe the advantages 
and disadvantages of 
living near a volcano  

Describe how humans 
live on mountains  

Answer how living in  
Paris as a child differs to 

living in London.  

Examine the 
requirements for an item 

to be ‘Fairtrade’  

Identify steps that are 
being taken to protect 

the rainforest  

Examine the vegetation 
belt of an area of the UK  

7      
Examine a volcanic 

eruption (Mount  
Versuvius)  

Explain how Everest is 
climbed by humans          

  

  



 

  

  

 

Spring 1 

   
 

   

 

 

  

Key Vocabulary 

country  
 
 

An area of land with boundaries 

capital city  The city where the country makes all of its 
decisions  

globe  A model of the earth shaped as a sphere  

compass  A tool for showing direction  

map  A diagram to show where places are located  

location  The description of where something is  

Countries to be learnt 

Outline  Country  Capital City  

  

England  London  

  

Wales  Cardiff  

  

Scotland  Edinburgh   

  

Northern Ireland  Belfast  

Overview  

Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 
countries of the United Kingdom using atlases and globes  

  
Name and locate the capital cities of the four countries and 
the surrounding seas of the United Kingdom using Atlases 

and Globes  
  

Understand and use four compass directions and relevant 
vocabulary  

  
Undertake map and fieldwork in the school grounds  

United Kingdom 

  

Compass  

 

  

There are four main point on a compass. North, South, East and West.   
  

 Never Eat Shredded Wheat 
There are four countries in the United Kingdom. England, Scotland, 

Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Each country has its own capital city. 

 

Fieldwork – Bugle School Grounds 

Geography Skills and Locational Knowledge: Year 1 



 

  

  

 

                                                Spring 1 

   

 
 

  

Key Vocabulary 

season  
The four parts of the year with each having 
different weather and daylight 

hail  A type of weather when frozen rain falls from 
the sky  

temperature  A measure of how hot or cold it is  

harvest  When plants are cut down or fruit picked 
because it is ready to eat  

thermometer  An instrument that measures the temperature  

hibernate  When animals sleep for a long time in the 
winter.  

migrate  When animals (usually birds) leave to go 
somewhere warmer for the winter  

weather  
forecast  

A prediction of what the weather will be like in 
the future  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 Hibernating and migrating 

  
In the winter there it is cold and there is less food for animals to eat. 

Some hibernate and sleep whilst others migrate and travel to other 

countries where the weather is warmer. They return in the spring 

 

 

 

 

The four seasons are Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter.  

Colder weather comes in the autumn and the winter. Warmer 
weather comes in the spring and the summer.  

Our days of sunlight are longest in the summer and shortest in the 
winter.  
 
Many trees see their leaves change colour in the autumn months 
and fall off in the winter.  
 
Much of the fruit and vegetables that we eat grow and are 
harvested in the summer or the autumn.  
Lambs are born in the spring.  

A rain gauge measures how much rain has fallen  

A wind vane shows which way the wind is blowing.  

A thermometer measures the temperature.  

Clouds are made up of tiny droplets of water than float in the air. 
Dark clouds are carrying more water.  

Cirrus clouds are white, thin and wispy. Cumulus clouds are white 
and fluffy like cotton wool. Stratus clouds are grey and cover the 
whole sky.  
 

It is warmer in the south of the UK than the north. It gets even 

warmer the further south you go. It rains a lot more near where 

there are mountains. 

Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weather Forecast 

The weather forecast is in newspapers, on the internet, the 

television and the radio. It tells us what they weather will be like 

that day and in the near future. 

 

 

Clouds 

There are different types of clouds and they have different 

names. The three key types of cloud are cirrus, cumulus 

and stratus. These can be spotted by how fluffy they are 

and their colour. 

Geography: Year 1 – Seasons and Weather 



 

 

 

Spring 2 –  
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Key Vocabulary 

Geography: Year 2 – Non-European Country Study - India 



 

  

  

 

                                                Spring 1 

   

  

 

Ge 

Year 1 – Seasons and Weather  
 

  

 Fieldwork – Bugle Trail 

Geography Skills and Locational Knowledge: Year 2 



 

 

 

Spring 2 –  
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   Fieldwork – Par Running Track 

Geography Skills and Locational Knowledge: Year 3 



 

 

Geography: Year 3 – Earthquakes and Volcanos 

Spring 2 
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nal 

Know 

Geography: Year 3 – Earthquakes and Volcanos 



 

 

 

Spring 2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography: Year 4 – Rivers and Mountains 



 

 

 

Spring 1 

 
 Fieldwork – Pentewen Trail 

Geography Skills and Locational Knowledge: Year 4 



 

 

 

Spring 2 

   

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

  

 

Geography: Year 3 – Rivers and 

Mountains  
  

  

  
    

England is split into 48 different counties. 

Cornwall is a county. 

 Fieldwork – Tintagel Castle 

Geography Skills and Locational Knowledge: Year 5 



 

 

 

Spring 1 

Geography Skills and Locational Knowledge: Year 

Geography: Year 5 – Region of Europe study – France 



 

 

 

Spring 2 

 

Geography: Year 6 – Region of Americas Study – Amazon Rainforest 



 

 

 

Spring 1 

   

   

 

 

  

Key vocabulary 

Tropic of 
Capricorn  

The southernmost point where the sun can be 
directly overhead  

Tropic of 
Cancer  

The northern most point where the sun can be 
directly overhead  

Polar Circle  
Arctic or Antarctic where at least one day a year 

the sun is below the horizon for 24hrs  

jetlag  
Physiological condition, often featured by 

tiredness, due to crossing time zones  

Greenwich 
Mean Time  

The mean solar time at the Royal Observatory in  
Greenwich  

hemisphere  
Areas of the globe either north or south of the 

equator  

latitude  
Imaginary lines that run east to west numbered 

in degrees North or South of the equator  

longitude  
Imaginary lines from the North to the South 

pole numbered in degrees East or West of GM  

equator  
A line of latitude equidistant from the North and  

South pole  

scale  
Explains how large a map is and helps to work 

out distances between places  

Map Symbols to be learnt  

  
Motorway  

  
Dual carriageway  

  
Main road  

  
Secondary road  

  
Footpath  

  
Bridleway  

  
National trail  

  
Landfill site  

  
Monument  

  
Moorings  

 Fieldwork – Eden Project 

Geography Skills and Locational Knowledge: Year 6 



 

 

 

 

 


